schizophrenia, convulsion therapy, continuous narcosis, prefrontal leucotomy, and malarial therapy provide half the subject matter, and are described in a lucid manner, with plenty of practical guidance in technique which will prove invaluable to the student coming to psychiatry -from a general medical training. The authors describe the indications for each treatment, the results that can be expected with suitable selection, the technique and the risks involved. They emphasize the importance of early insulin treatment for the schizophrenic and by quoting the relevant figures from the New York State hospitals may, we hope, discourage the continued use in these *cases of convulsion therapy. The latter is the treatment of involutional depression in which condition a 70-90 per -cent. chance of rapid recovery is offered. Physical treatment during the fit is favoured, and a form of straightjacket for this purpose is described. It is emphasized that the uses of sleep therapy have been reduced by the introduction of specific treatments for schizophrenia and the depressive states, and the authors consider its chief use to be in manic states and in any very agitated patient as a preliminary to a specific therapy. It is most valuable in the acute anxiety states of war, but in general is to be regarded as a form of psychiatric first aid and nothing more.
The emphasis laid on diet and fluid intake for the narcosis patient and on the constitutional approach which led to the development of modified insulin treatment for the exhausted neurotic, recalls the WeirMitchell technique. Modified insulin therapy may well find a place in general medicine. The chapter on the uses of intravenous barbiturates adds nothing new to an already familiar technique, but the advice that " a cautious and sceptical attitude will save the doctor from swallowing all ofhis patient's hocum, hunting Snarks, and exploring nightmare's nests " is timely.
The discussion on diet, vitamins, and endocrines, .although containing many practical therapeutic suggestions, is unfortunately diffuse and badly laid out. It is hoped that in a later edition this will be revised. It would appear preferable to deal with the administration of thyroid extract in this chapter rather than under " chemical stimulation." In giving a chapter the title " Treatment of cerebral dysrhythmia," the authors have boldly followed the Harvard school of electro-encephalography, though they admit that it is the fits or the behaviour disorder that Thomas, Springfield, Ill. 1945. Pp. 395. $10.50)
In the preface the author may be interpreted as indicating that his book is written mainly for the purpose of helping the ophthalmologist when requested to consult with neurological colleagues. The danger, therefore, to which the author may submit himself when he attempts to cover the two specialities-ophthalmology and neurology-is that neither are dealt with in a manner satisfying to the critically interested medical man in either.
In nineteen chapters a very wide field is covered from the embryological development of the neural elements of the eye through a somewhat short survey of the physiology of vision to several chapters concerned with diseases of the nervous system. The reviewer finds himself in difficulties in assessing the merits of a book so arranged. He 
